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throats are not large enough to swallow that.59 He went
away much Impressed with Ned's forensic abilities, feeling con-
fident that such eloquence would be sure to make its way.
It was on the Leinster Circuit, and in the County Courts
on that circuit, that Carson learnt the ways of the Irish
people, and how to open their hearts by cross-examination :
he chose the Leinster Circuit because it was there that his
great friend James Shannon had begun to practise, one of
the most brilliant and lovable young men of his time at
Trinity. Carson loved him, and James Shannon, being, quite
apart from his talents, the son of a solicitor, immediately
sprang into a good practice. In those early days his achieve-
ments and his ambitions easily surpassed those of Carson.
He was full of vitality, and was not handicapped by the bad
health which pursued Carson from his teens  and  which
compelled him to give up athletic sports while at Trinity.
Nevertheless, he died a few years after his call, from a malig-
nant attack of diphtheria, and Carson, at great personal
risk to his own health, went to see him as he lay dying ; in-
deed, Shannon almost died in his friend's arms.  His last
never-forgotten and strangely moving words to Carson were,
u Give up the world, Ned, and meet me in heaven/' James
Shannon's poor young  wife,  who  had  vainly  besought
Carson not to go in and see him, followed her brilliant
young husband to the grave a few days later,  a victim
to the same disease.  The death of his best friend was
a milestone in  Carson's experience ;  life  was,  perhaps,
never  quite   so   gay   after James   Shannon   was gone,
and   who  shall say that this last dramatic salute   and
exhortation,  to   his   friend   were   not   a   permanent  in-
fluence in the lattcr's long and singularly unselfish life ?
To the biographer of that life, as he is faced with this inci-
dent, Fate presents herself in her most inscrutable form.
Of these two young men, affectionate friends and com-
petitors in the sell-same field, for the one, the more ambi-
tious, robust, and successful, was decreed an untimely death
and a name unknown nave to his intimate contemporaries ;
for the other, diffident in mind and delicate in body, length
of days, world-wide fame and the leadership of a nation.